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1. This iBtenia«onal preliminary exaaBinatton report has teeo prepared by this Ibteraational Preliminary 
Examining Authority ajid is transmitted to liie applicaot according to ArtKle 36. 



T^is REPOKT consists of a total of sheets. 



This K?K>rt is also accompanied by ANNEXES, ie., sheeiB of tfie descriplion, cbims andbr drawings which have 
been aJDendad and are the basis for this report aaAfar sheets containing rectsficalioiis made before ttiis Authority, 
(see Ride 70.16 and Section 607 <yLjhe Administrative InstruetitHiB under the PCT). 

' a total of f 8 



These annexes consist of a total of , T sbeete- 
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Form PCT/iPEA/+09 (cover sheet) (July l998)i 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



internaiional af^licaiion No. 
PCT/USOO/29813 



L Basis of the report 



1. Wilb regard to tt» eleroeats of the inteniauonal apjdicaLton:* 
I I the international application as originaily filed 
1^ the description: 
pages 



(See Anached) , as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



pages 

pages „ : , filed with the letter of 



X 



the claims: 

pages (See Attacted) . as originally filed 

pages . as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

paggg ^ .^__^_ i filed wilh the demand 

pages , filed wilh the letter of , , 



the drawings: 

pages (See Attatdied) , as ortginalJy filed 

pages - fi'^t* wi*^ demand 

pages . fil^ with the letter of 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages (See Attached) , as originally filed 

pages , . ,. 

pages , filed with the letter of 



filed with the demand 



2. With n^sid to the bngaage, oil the elements maiked above wrae available or fltmi^ied lo (his AitfhoriQ' in the lan^ia^ in wfach 
the international a^lwa&on was filed, imless otherwise indicated utk^ this item. . 
These elements wae available or finnidied to this Authority in the followii^ lang^gc which is'. 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I 1 tlte language of the translation fimiished for the purposes of international imlirainary examination (under RiUes 55.2 and/ 

or 55..t). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequmce disclosed in the international application, the mtemalional 
preliminary examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in printed form. 
j I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
] j furnished subsequently lo this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statemeni that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been fiimished. 

j I The sifltement that the inlbmialion reconled in compiriffl- readable form is identical lo the writen seqiance listing has 

' — ' been funushed. 

4 [3 araendmenLi have resulted in the cancellation of: 

NONE 



the descripiion, p»ges_ 
the claims, Nos. NONE 



Fxl the drawings, sheets^g NONE 



5. 1^ This report has been drawn as if (some of) the ame^dments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as 01^ as indicated in the Suf^lemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).*' 
* RqAacemenl ^eeis which have been Jumsh^ lo the reeding OQ^ce in response to an inviiasim under Artide J4 are referred to 
in Ihis report as 'origimUy filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 
and 70.17). 

*Mnv replacement sheet coniainim such amendments must he referred lo under iim 7 and annexed to this report. 
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EyrEBNATIONAL PRELIMTNAET EXAMINATION REPORT 



Internaiioiial ai)pHcation No. j 
PCr/US00/2981S 



V. Reasoned statemeni under Arucle 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabilitr, 
citations and explanaiions supporting such statement ■ 



1. statement- 
Novelty (N) 



Claims ■ 1-17.38-47,^9-60 



CaailOS 18-37.*8,61-71 



NO 



iDVentii'e Step (IS) 



aaims [-n,3s-4.7.*&-6Q YES 



dams 1B-37.*8.61-71 



NO 



Industrial Appliflabilitj OA) Claims 2dL 

Claims NONE NO 



2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

aaims 18-37 4.8 and 61-71 Uck novelty under PCT Article sa(S) as being anticipated by Hendricks et al. (WO 95 156+h). 
Considering claim IS, Hendricks discloses a method for delivering electronic books in an electronic book delivery system 

comprising: l <■ 

a) storing main sections of electronic book* (index or titlea stared at the library ses a« disclosed throughout the reference 
including but not limited to pages 16-19 and figure 10), wherein the index of a book inherently compnses one or mor. pages 
of content; 

b) receiving a request for a main section of an electronic book 
(figure iO, step 700); 

c) locating the requested main section {figure 10, step 70S); and 

d) providing the located main section (figure 10, step 7i2). 

However, Hendricks fails to specifically disclose that the main section comprises oDe or more pages of content from 
a corresponding electronic book as recited in the claim. 

[t is notoriously well known in the art that the index of a book typically comprists one or more page., of plural pages 

aaims 19-27 are met by figure 10 and pages 18-19, wherein the auxiliary sections are the pages of a book. 

Considering claims 28, *8 and 61, Hendricks discloses a method for delivering electronic books in an electronic book delivery 

system comprising: , . , i u 

a) storing firs, sections (mdev or ,itles)at the library (262) or at th. operations center (250) as disclosed throughout the 
reference including but not limued to pages 18-19 and figure 10). wherem the index af a book inherently comprises one or more 
pages of content; 

b) storing second sections (pages of the book) at the library (a«2) or at the operations center (250) as disclosed throughout the 
reference iflcluding but not limited to pa^s 16-19 and figure 10); 

c) receiving a request for an electronic book (figure 10, step (Continued on Supplemental Sheet.) 



Form PCT-'IPE.^' +O!! (Box V) (July 1998)* 



DJTERNATTONAl. PRBLIAO^IAEY ESAMI^'AT10N REPORT 


InternaciDnal appHcsllon No. 
PCT/USOO/ 99813 


Supplemental Box 

(To be iisftd when tli? soaue in any of the prftcedins boxes is unt. siiff ji:ienO 


Continuation of: Boxes I - Vm 


Sheet 10 


I. BASIS OF REPORT: 




This report has been drawn on the basis of the descripuon, 

page(s) 1-89 . as originally filed. 

page(s) NOt4E, flled with the demand. 

and addittonal amencbnems: 

NONE 




Hiis report has been drawn on the basis of the claims. 

page(s) 90-102 . as originally filed. 

page(3) NONE, as amended under Aiticte 19. 

page(s) NONE, filed with tlie demand. 

and additional ameodmniis: 

pages 93-94. 98 and 101. filed with the tetter of OS November 2001. 




This report has been drawn on the basis of ihc drawings, 
page(s) 1-53 , as originally filed. 
page(s) NONE, filed with the demand, 
and additional amendmems: 

NONE ^ 




This r^rt has been drawn on ttw basis of the sequence listing part of the description: 

page(s) NONE, as originally filed. 

pages{s} NONE, filed wiih the demand. 

and additional amendments: 

NONE 


V. 2. REASONED STATEMENTS - CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Continued): 
716>; 

d) retrieving a second setaion {i.e. the pages of the book); and 

e) providing the located main seaion (figure 10, st^ 720). 


Claitns 29-37 and 62-70 are met by figures 1-10. 




Claim 71 lacks an inventive step under PCT Article 33<3) as being obvious over Hendricks. 


Considering claim 71, Hendricks discloses all the cbimcd subjea matter above, except for the Internet Web site as recited in 
the claim. 



li is noiorioiisly well icnown in the an Lhat ihc Internet is the most widely used source of infonnauon. 



Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to mtuhfy Hendricks' system to include an Inierael 
Web sile because the liuemel is the most widely used source for obtaining infoimaiiotL 



Claims 1-17. 38-47 and 49-60 mca the criteria set ottt in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does na teach or fairly 
suggest a method and corresponding apparatus for distributing elearonic books to sid>scribers comprising storing elcclronic 
books, receiving book orders, dctemiining a queue location, placing first and second seaions in first and second queues or 
receiving electronic books, placing or more books in a plurality of queues and emptying the queues in accordance with a 
priority model as recited in the cJaims. 



— NEW CITATIONS 

WO 95 15649 A (HENDRICKS el al.) 08 June 1995, figures 10-12. 
US. 4.855.725 A (FERNANDEZ) 08 August 1989. abstract figures 1-3 
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WASHINGTON D.C. 20004 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
5289.01 


REPLY DUE 

wttfam TWO moodis 

fram thfi above date of mailing 


bonnatioiutl ajqrikatjoa No. Intenatioml fflmg date Ohy/tnonUi/^etB; 
PCTAJSOO/29813 27 OCTOBER 2000 


Priori date (dag/nm^year) 
27 OCTOB01 1999 


binmiicnul E*atenl Classifkadon (IPC) or both nadoiul dassificstvn and IPC 
IPC^ IH)4N 7/173 and USCI.:725/*7 


ApgSkaa 

DISCOVERY CC»vfMUNICA'nONS INC. 



1. This written cqwniog is the 



(fir^ Oc.) drawn by ifais baemadonal ^i^naaiaiy Examioing Midiority. 



2. This opinion oHttatns indicatirais relairag lo the foHowing iieffls: 
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The applicant 



citations and explanations supporting 
Certain documems cited 



scatranoit 



3. The applicant is hereby invited to KfAy lo this <^auon. 
When? 



How? 
Abo 



See the time limit mdicattd above. Th a ajqil iBa nt miy , b a fora tfi a a a t pirarion of that ti nw l i m it, ra t pua th ie 
A (B how y-a > gr a n t an a aiiaitt ion ., en R ida 66 , 2{4i , 

By submitting a written reply, accompanied, where ai^n^Hiate, by amendments, according lo Rule 66.3. 
fox the form and the language of the amntdmems, see Rules 66.8 and 66.9. 



For an additional opporamky to submit amendments, see Rule 66.4. 
Fm the euminer's obligation to consider ameaulmeias and/or aigiBnatts, see Rule 66.4 bis. 
For an informal cotnmiuncation wHfa (be examiner, see Rule 66.6. 
If no reply is filed, tbe HUemubnal prelimioafy exafflinati(» report will be eslabBdied on the basis of this cqrioion. 

4. The final date which the imematioiial preliminary 

examination rq>on nnist be established according to Rule 69.2 is: 27 FEBRUARY 2002 
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